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The 84th Legislature passed House Bill 1842 to allow a school district to become a District of 

Innovation.  The legislature’s intent was to allow a district local control to design programs 

specific to community needs. 

The Mathis ISD Board of Trustees appointed a committee of faculty, parents, community 

members, and district administrators to work with Superintendent Benny Hernandez to develop a 

Local Innovation Plan. The “Local Committee” has developed the 2017-2018 school year 

calendar, approved by district faculty, and by the Board of Trustees at their April 10 meeting.   

Superintendent Hernandez met with 75 interested parents, faculty, and community members at a 

public hearing on Wednesday, April 13.  The extended school year calendar was a framework to 

illustrate the changes to be implemented in the Mathis ISD District of Innovation.   

The 2017-2018 school year begins July 26 instead of the state-mandated start date of August 28; 

the school year ends May 24.   The additional instructional days allow the district to meet state 

mandated student instructional goals with shorter school days for students and faculty.  

Superintendent Hernandez said, “Our students need relief from long school days, and so do our 

teachers.”  Grading periods are changed from six weeks to nine weeks, with a week’s vacation 

for students and faculty at the end of each nine week period.    

Students will have an eight-week summer vacation during which the district can provide students 

enrichment, and sports camp programs.   

Superintendent Hernandez discussed specific examples of how class size, flexibility in hiring 

teachers, faculty appraisals, discipline, attendance rules, district budgeting will produce a 

successful academic and sustainable Mathis public school system.  

Beginning April 18 Superintendent Hernandez held meetings with parents at three campuses and 

on April 25 Mathis Middle School Principal Randy Tiemann met with the Middle School parents 



to answer questions parents had about the 2017-2018 calendar, and the changes the District of 

Innovation Plan allows the district to implement.   

 

 

 

   

 


